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Abstract 
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Training Events. 
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1. Executive Summary 
 

The second round of Awareness and Training Events has been carried out during 2015 
and 2016 in some of the MPCs 

For the planning the second round of Awareness and Training Events the most im-
portant need to be addressed was the discussion of proposals ideas. The main conclu-
sion from the first round was that the ideas brought forward were rather limited (on 
average 4 per event), and many of these ideas were not in line with the ICT work pro-
gramme. Reading and understanding call texts appears to be a major problem (which 
is also a common problem in Europe where many proposals are only partially compli-
ant with the scope and objectives of a call).  

Therefore this round of events MED-Dialogue focused on the understanding the call 
text with practical group exercises. The agendas were dynamically adapted to the par-
ticipants’ characteristics and background knowledge and in some cases focused again 
the theoretical part. 

With a total audience for the 5 events of about 200 the participation has been signifi-
cantly lower than during the first round - on average 40, where the average number of 
participants was around 60. In 2014 H2020 was just launched and expectations were 
high throughout the region. However, during the first 2 years of H2020 it turned out 
that the competition is much higher than in FP7, in Europe but in particular in the 
MPCs. As a consequence, the interest of researchers in H2020 dropped significantly. 
Because of this, the project decided not to carry out the outstanding events in Lebanon 
and Egypt. 

Irrespective of these problems, with 550 participants for both rounds we are well 
above the performance indicator defined in the DoW, which stated > 400 participants 
for both rounds of Awareness and Training Events.  

 
2. Purpose of the Awareness and Training Events 
 

The Training events consisted of two different sessions: one for the general training on Hori-
zon 2020 and proposal structures, and one on discussing the proposals ideas and the profile 
development. Some of the events were co-organised with MOSAIC and included a session on 
the development of Technology Platforms  

 

Session 1: Programme Awareness: Understanding Horizon 2020 

The focus of this session is on: 

§ EU funding opportunities: The objective is that the audience acquires an understanding of 
the EU research funding landscape, understand which are the opportunities available, how 
to stay up-dated, how to find their way through the information and documents related to 
each call, how to read the documents and find quickly the information of interest, to pro-
vide understanding of the main characteristics of each of the EU funding mechanisms. 

§ From the scientific idea to the project (how to find a matching call, where to find infor-
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mation on past and active projects and state of the art; how to read and correctly interpret 
call texts; what are the important steps to ensure the idea is eligible and has potential to be 
funded etc.). 

§ An important instrument for scientific training, individually or in networks, is the MSC ac-
tion. A brief presentation of this instrument was part of most of the training events held in 
this round. 

§ Practical application writing workshop (with exercises such as CORDIS database searches, 
consortium building and networking techniques; key techniques for proposal writing, pro-
ject cycle management approach, etc.) 

 
The new focus on Innovation in H2020 is pointed out in the general H2020 session: Entities of 
all types are facing the challenges of a changeable innovation landscape. R&D project partici-
pants, for instance, must adequately plan the decision-making chain that allows turning collab-
orative R&D results into tangible outputs - something that experience shows is a demanding 
task for them. Indeed, Universities and SMEs need to learn how to take decisions and optimize 
their outputs in an increasingly applied open innovation scheme. 

Session 2: The Practical part: Discussing Proposals Ideas and Profile development  

The second session is more practice oriented by focusing on  

• Reading and understanding call texta 
• Elaboration of partner profiles   
• Aiming at helping the participants to develop and assess their own ideas but also pre-

paring them to be partners in consortia in which they are able to provide specific exper-
tise. 

3. Summary Information 
 

The following events were held: 

Location	 Dates	 No	of	Partic-
ipants	

Hebron,	Palestine	 6/10/15	-	7/10/15	 40	
Blida,	Algeria	 3/11/15	-	4/11/15	 95	
Tunis,	Tunisia	 5/11/15	-	6/11/15	 41	
Casablanca,	Morocco	 30/11/15	-	1/12/15	 11	
Amman,	Jordan	 19/4/16	-	20/4/16	 21	
Beirut,	Lebanon	 Not	organised	 	
Cairo,	Egypt	 Not	organised	 	
Total:	 	 208	

 
The majority of participants were – as expected - from the ‘Higher Education and Research’ 
sector, followed by ‘Public and Government’ (mainly ministries).  

The private sector represented the smallest section, which is understandable considering that 
this sector consists nearly exclusively of small SMEs with little or no research capacity. 

In the event registration form participants were asked to indicate their main interest in the ICT 
topics and the Societal Challenges that have an ICT component. The events in Algeria and Tu-
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nisia were organised together with the MOSAIC project and the attendees that were brought to 
the events by MOSAIC did not supply any information about their interest. 

  

 
 
4. The Agendas of the Awareness and Training Events 
 

The agendas of the Awareness and Training Events held together with MOSAIC were based 
on the following outline: 

ALGERIA and TUNISIA 
 
Day 1 - ICT Information Day 

08:30 – 09:00 Arrival of Partners and Welcome Coffee 

09:00 – 09:15 Welcome Address 

09:15 – 09:30 Short introduction to the MED-Dialogue-MOSAIC initiative 

What is H2020 and how best to participate?   

09:30 – 11:00 • Understanding the structure and philosophy behind the programme: the 
new focus  

• The main programmes: Excellent Science, LEIT, Societal Challenges, 
MSCA 

• Innovation and market aspects: what is innovation and what are TRL – 
Technology Readiness Levels 

• Rules for participation and financing 
• Some recommendations  

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee Break 

MED Technology Platforms (TPs) 

0	 10	 20	 30	 40	 50	 60	 70	 80	 90	

A	new	generation	of	components	and	systems	
Advanced	Computing	

Future	Internet	
Content	

Robotics	and	Autonomous	Systems		
ICT	Key	Enabling	Technologies	

Innovation	and	Entrepreneurship	support	
IoT	-	Internet	of	Things	

SC1:	Health,	demographic	change	and	
SC2:	Food	…	

SC3:	Secure,	clean	and	efOicient	energy	
SC4:	Smart,	green	and	integrated	transport	
SC5:	Climate	action,	environment,	resource	

SC6:	Europe	in	a	changing	world	-	Innovative,	
SC7:	Secure	societies	-	Protecting	freedom	and	
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11:30 – 12:15 Introduction to European TPs and MED-TPs 

12:15 – 13:00 The Need of Technology Platforms to develop business in the region and 
foster Research and Innovation 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch break 

ICT in H2020 

14:00 – 15:30 • The main ICT Work Programme in “Leadership in enabling and industrial 
technologies (LEIT)”  

• ICT in “Excellent Science” 
• ICT in “Societal challenges” 

15:30 – 16:00 Discussion 
End of Meeting 

 
Day 2 – ICT in H2020 and Proposal Writing 

09:00 Arrival & Welcome Coffee  

Proposal Development I 

9:30 – 10:00 • The Proposal Structure 

10:00 – 10:30 
 

• Interpreting and understanding call texts  
• Introduction to the exercise 

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee Break 

11:00 – 12:00 • Call text exercise 

12:00 – 13:00 
 

• Traps to fall into 
• Partner search and profile development 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch break 

Proposal Development II 

14:00 – 15:00 
 

Profile development exercise  (this can be extended, depending on the 
number of ideas to discuss in the next  session) 

Introduction of Proposal Ideas (optional) 

15:00 – 16:30 • Introducing Participants’ proposal ideas for 
the next calls in H2020 and identify the most 
suitable calls for each idea.  

• MED-TP Launch session 
 

16:30 – 17:00 Wrap-up and way forward 
 
 

The events in Morocco and Palestine briefly presented the MSCA actions instead of the TPs. 

The event in Palestine was organised in cooperation with Palestine Polytechnic University 
(PICCIT 2015 Conference - piccit.ppu.edu). At the second day in the morning session we 
joined the opening of the conference (> 200 participants) with a keynote speech on the ICT 
priorities in the Med region and the H2020 opportunities. 

PALESTINE 
Day 1 – Morning Session  
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H2020 and the role of ICT  

09:00 – 9:30 Arrival of Partners and Welcome Coffee 

09:30 – 09:45 Welcome Address Imad Khatib 

09:45 – 10:00 Short introduction to the MED-Dialogue initiative  

What is H2020 and how best to participate? Thies Wittig  

10:00 – 11:15 • Understanding the structure and philosophy behind the programme: the new 
focus 

• The main programmes: Excellent Science, LEIT, Societal Challenges 
• Rules for participation and financing 
• The structure of Work Programmes, examples 
• Some recommendations  

11:15 – 11:45 Coffee Break 

Researchers’ Mobility: the MSC actions 
 Thies Wittig 

11:45 – 12:15 • What is offered: a brief overview 

ICT in H2020  Thies Wittig 

12:15 – 13:00 • The main ICT Work Programme in “Leadership in enabling and industrial 
technologies (LEIT)”  

• ICT in “Excellent Science” 
• ICT in “Societal challenges” 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch break 

Day 1 – Afternoon Session  
Proposal Development  

Understanding the Work Programme 
 Thies Wittig 

14:00 – 15:30 • Interpreting and understanding call texts  
• Call text exercise 

15:30 – 16:00 • Traps to fall into 

16:00 – 16:30 Discussion 
End of Day 1 

Day 2 – Morning Session at PICCIT 2015 
(For details see http://piccit.ppu.edu) 

10:00 – 11:00 PICCIT 2015 Opening  

11:00 – 11:40 Keynote Presentation 1: ICT Perspectives in the South Mediterranean Region 
(Thies Wittig) 
• ICT Priorities in the region and barriers to exploit their potential 
• H2020 Opportunities: Understanding the new focus on Innovation and 

market aspects 
 

11:40 – 13:30 Keynote Presentations 2 and 3 

13:30 – 14:30 Lunch break 
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Day 2 – Afternoon Session 
ICT in H2020 and Proposal Writing 

Proposal Development II  Thies Wittig 

14:30 – 15:30 
 

• Partner search and profile development 
• Profile development exercise  (this can be extended, depending on the 

number of ideas to discuss in the next session) 

Introduction of Proposal Ideas (optional) Thies Wittig, Edward Jaser 

15:30 – 16:30 • Introducing Participants’ proposal ideas for the next calls in H2020 and 
identify the most suitable calls for each idea.  

16:30 – 17:00 Wrap-up and way forward 
 

 

MOROCCO 
Casablanca, 30/11/2015 

09:00 – 9:30 Arrival of Partners and Welcome Coffee 

09:30 - 09:45 Welcome Address   

09:45 - 10:00 Short introduction to the MED-Dialogue initiative      

From FP7 to HORIZON 2020  

10:00 - 11:15 • What is different and what is the same? 
• The H2020 Structure 
• The Participation and Financing rules 

11:15 – 11:45 Coffee Break 

The ICT Work Programme 

11:45 – 13:00 • The main ICT Work Programme in “Leadership in enabling and industrial 
technologies (LEIT)” 

 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch break 

ICT in the “Excellent Science” and “Societal Challenges”  

14:00 – 15:30 • ICT in “Excellent Science” 
o Future and Emerging Technologies and  
o European research infrastructures ('eInfrastructures’)  

• ICT in “Societal challenges” 
o SC1: Health, demographic change and wellbeing 
o SC3: Secure, clean and efficient energy  
o SC4: Smart, green and integrated transport 
o SC5: Climate action, environment, resource efficiency and raw mate-

rials 

15:30 – 16:00 Discussion 
End of Meeting 

Day 2 
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 1/12/2015  - Proposal Writing 

09:00 Arrival & Welcome Coffee  

Proposal Design and Structure  

9:30 – 11:00 • Excellence in project design and proposal writing, how to achieve necessary 
impact 

• Proposal Structure 
• Partner search and profile development 

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee Break 

11:30 – 12:15 • Evaluation and Practical Rules 

12:15 – 13:00 • Innovation:  
 The “Research to Innovation Chain” 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch break 

ICT Proposal Ideas 

14:00 – 15:30 Each participating organisation briefly introduces itself, its main research inter-
ests (relevant to H2020) and outlines research track records in those relevant 
areas  

15:30 – 16:00 Discussion, wrap-up and way forward 
 

The event in Jordan had a different structure, it presented H2020 only on the first day and on 
the second day an interactive seminar was held, not only explaining Digital Innovation, but al-
so showing how to create Digital Innovations and become successful entrepreneurs.  

JORDAN 
 
Day 1 – H2020 Information Day Thies Wittig, IT Consult, Germany 
 Edward Jaser, PSUT, Jordan 

09:00 – 09:30 Arrival of Partners and Welcome Coffee 

09:30 – 09:45 Welcome Address 

09:45 – 10:00 Short introduction to the MED-Dialogue initiative 

What is H2020 and how best to participate?   

10:00 – 11:30 • Understanding the structure and philosophy behind the programme: the 
new focus  

• The main programmes: Excellent Science, LEIT, Societal Challenges, 
MSCA 

• Innovation and market aspects: what is innovation and what are TRL – 
Technology Readiness Levels 

• Rules for participation and financing 
• Some recommendations  

11:30 – 11:45 Coffee Break 

Researchers’ Mobility: the MSC actions  

11:45 – 13:00 What is offered and how to participate: a brief overview 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch break 
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Proposal Development  

14:00 – 15:00 • The Proposal Structure 
• Interpreting and understanding call texts  
• Call text exercise 

15:00 – 16:00 • Partner search and profile development 
• Profile development exercise 

16:00 – 17:00 Discussion 
End of Meeting 

 
Day 2 – How to Succeed in Digital Innovation Anas Tawileh, Director 
 Digitization Practice at KPI 

09:00 Arrival & Welcome Coffee  

9:30  • What is Digital Innovation, and how it is changing the world of business, 
education and government? 

• What are the major disruptive mega-trends enabling Digital Innovation (in-
cluding artificial intelligence, 3D printing, self-driving cars, Internet of 
Things, etc.)? 

• What is Combinatorial Innovation, and how can we benefit from standing 
on the shoulders of giants? 

• Who are the successful innovators and entrepreneurs who are leveraging 
Digital Innovation to disrupt established incumbents and large corpora-
tions? 

• How can we create successful Digital Innovations, and thrive in tomor-
row’s customer-centric world?	

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch break 

14:00 – 15:00 • Open Discussion 
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5. Overall Evaluation 

On each event Evaluation Forms were distributed to be filled in by the attendees.  

The main questions asked were: 

1. The Event 
Please evaluate this event according to 1 = poor      3 = average      5 = excellent  
 
Organisation (Registration, logistics…etc.) 1          2        3          4           5 
Supporting documents 1          2        3          4           5 
Relevance for you and/or your organisation 1          2        3          4           5 
Comprehensibility of the presentations 1          2        3          4           5 
Session length 1          2        3          4           5 
Proficiency of the speaker 1          2        3          4           5 
Speaker’s interaction with audience 1          2        3          4           5 
Would you recommend the session to others? 1          2        3          4           5 
 
2. The Discussions 
Please rate the discussions: 
Moderation 1          2        3          4           5 
Discussion climate 1          2        3          4           5 
Information content 1          2        3          4           5 
 
3. Overall impression 
Has this event has met your expectations? 1          2        3          4            

 
 
 
 

Since the structure of the event in Jordan was quite different, it is not included in this overall 
evaluation that covers the events in Palestine, Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia. 

     
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 D2.3 Report on training events and evaluation - Round 2 
 

 

FP7-611433 MED-Dialogue  Page 12  

 
6. Individual Events 
 

6.1 Hebron, Palestine, 6/10/15 - 7/10/15 

   
 

Palestine Academy for Science and Technology has organized the second round of H2020/ICT 
Awareness and Training Event in cooperation with Palestine Polytechnic University PPU in 
Hebron in 06-07 October 2015, as Part of the 4th Palestinian International Conference on 
Computer and Information Technology (PICCIT 2015), under the Auspices of the Prime Min-
ister Dr. Rami Hamdallah, and in cooperation with the Ministry of Telecommunication and In-
formation Technology, and Palestinian Information Technology Association of Companies 
(PITA).The European partner in the project, Thies Wittig from IT Consult in Germany pre-
sented all materials related to the aim of this awareness and training event. Dr. Edward Jaser, 
the Jordanian Partner in the project, should have joint us as an assistant in the event, but unfor-
tunately he was not able to get the Visa from the Israeli side. Nearly 40 participants attended 
the event. Dr. Thies Wittig was also invited by PITA to be a key speaker at Expotech Confer-
ence in October 5th, and his presentation was on the Industry-academic relationship, that took 
place in Movenpick Hotel in Ramallah. He was also invited to be a Key Speaker at PICCIT 
2015 Conference, and his presentation was on “ICT Perspectives in the South Mediterranean 
Region”, that was held at PPU Building in Hebron on 06th October 2015. On 08th October, the 
Med-Dialogue team has also visited the Expotech Exhibition in Ramallah that included more 
than 40 ICT Companies, to have a better vision on the ICT status of these Companies, and to 
encourage them for applying to H2020 programs, and enhance the cooperation with Palestinian 
Universities.    

The participants of the training event express their interest and how the content of all presenta-
tions was very useful for them especially that the event was engaged with practical information 
and fruitful discussions, the most interesting or useful topics or aspects of the event was con-
sidered to be the following: 

• how to search for a specific topic area and how to find open calls, prospective partner 
• how to find a partner 
• ICT in H2020 and proposal writing 
• proposal design and structure 
• profile creation -  proposal writing 
• leadership in enabling industrial technology 
•  Info about H2020 and how to find and connect with other research group 
• Evaluation of the projects 
• Choosing the right work program and validating of the idea 
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Although, we received from participants their suggestions about how the training could be im-
proved, they suggest the following: 

• To present more info on Big Data 
• To present more info on proposal writing and skills  and proposing Idea more hands on ex-

perience and exercises 
• More info on proposal designs and structure 
• To present a successful previous proposal  
• Some more hands-on exercise  
• Providing more samples of proposals 

 
Also we have some comments from participants as the following: 

• They recommend to held this workshop again but with more details & training, and  prefer 
to have it independent of other activities such as conferences 

• They suggest to have more exercise for real ideas 
• They also suggest some improvements such as using microplane & speakers , provide the 

slides and some docs to participants , provide some successful proposals to look for the 
whole structure of a writing proposal. 

 

6.2 Blida, Algeria, 3/11/15 - 4/11/15 

    
 

The 2nd awareness and training event has been held at Blida, Algeria, on 3rd and 4th Novem-
ber 2015. It was organized mainly by University of Blida 1, which was MOSAIC’s project 
partner. MED-DIALOGUE project and its Algerian partner (ISGP) were not involved in its 
organization. They have participated actively in the conducting of the event, knowing that Mr. 
Rafail KOUMERI (the European expert representing MED-DIALOGUE project) has directed 
most of the event.  The topics evoked were:  

1. Awareness of the importance of technology platforms (which are in fact a virtual ex-
change network between researchers from the two sides of the Mediterranean Sea); this 
part has been presented by MOSAIC’s coordinator, Mr. Daniel FRANCO;   

2. Training on H2020 calls and proposals, and on assembly procedures of submitting a 
project within the scope of the European H2020 program. Rafail KOUMERI has pre-
sented this part, which has taken the most of the meeting.   

Regarding the evaluation of the event, it is very positive on the whole. The discussion was 
very fruitful and many questions had been raised by the attendees. As during the 1st similar 
event (held at ISGP on 1st and 2nd April 2014), some attendees pointed out that the used lan-
guage (English) is a handicap for their comprehension, given that French is much more used 



 D2.3 Report on training events and evaluation - Round 2 
 

 

FP7-611433 MED-Dialogue  Page 14  

than English in Algeria. They have been answered that English is the working language of Eu-
ropean projects and H2020 proposals are written, done and submitted in English. 

However, the discussion and the explanations have been given either in English and French, by 
the presenters (Rafail and Daniel) and by the local contacts of the 2 projects (Mokhtar  BEN 
ABDELATIF and Nadjia BENBLIDIA).   

 

6.3 Tunis, Tunisia, 5/11/15 - 6/11/15 

    
 

The CNI had organized The Med Dialogue 2nd awareness and training event, on 5th-6th No-
vember 2015 at Regency Hotel. This event was in cooperation with the MOSAIC project.  
More than 40 stakeholders had participated.  

The first day the event focused: 

• On the general presentation of HORIZON 2020 rules and procedures and the technical 
content. –part presented by Raphael Koumeri(MED-DIALOGUE) 

• On the Technical Platforms concept - part presented by Daniel Franco (MOSAIC) 

The second day focused on the discussion of proposal ideas, practical issues on writing a suc-
cessful proposal.  

Great emphasis was given to the profile preparation and on the importance of registering in the 
evaluators/experts database of the Commission. 

Finally reference was made to the agreement signed between with the EU which stipulates that 
from 1/1/2016 Tunisia will no longer be a Third Country but becomes an Associated Country 
in H2020.  

This new status of the country offers new opportunities and creates more responsibilities for 
the Government, the Academia and the Industry of the country, issues that should require the 
planning of an overall Strategy.  

All presentations were made in English since English is the working language of the pro-
gramme, however since French is the predominant foreign language in the country and as both 
presenters were fluent in French   the participants could raise issues in French.  
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Projects like MED-DIALOGUE can contribute with their work to this objective.  Tunisian 
stakeholders are motivated and suggested to have another great training event with about 300 
persons and need to see more success stories of submission to H2020 proposals. 

 

6.4 Casablanca, Morocco, 30/11/15 - 1/12/15 

 
 

The local Partner in Morocco , the Université Sidi Mohammed Ben Abdellahhad organized the 
Med Dialogue 2nd awareness and training event, on 30th  November 2015 and 1st December 
2015 in Casablanca at the hotel IDOU ANFA with more than 20 participants. 

MOSAIC could not participate in the event so no presentation on the Technology Platforms   

Regarding the evaluation of the event, it is very positive on the whole. The discussion was 
very fruitful and a lot of questions have been raised by the attendees. The issue of the language 
was again discussed All presentations were made in English since English is the working lan-
guage of the Programme, however since French is the predominant foreign language in the 
country the participants could ask questions in French. 

 

6.5 Amman, Jordan, 19/4/16 - 20/4/16 

        
 
The second training and awareness and event targeting Jordanian ICT researchers and experts was 
held at the premises of Princess Sumaya University for Technology (PSUT) on Tuesday the 19th 
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April and Wednesday the 21st April. A total of 21 participants attended the event. Around 50% of 
the participants were ICT researchers representing Academia. The rest were from research institu-
tions and the Higher Council for Science and Technology (government). 
  
The first day of the event focused on the awareness of H2020 and explaining to the audience about 
the structure, the aim of H2020 and the financial framework of the programme. It also focused on 
explaining the different pillars of H2020. The interest to participants was evident from their active 
participation in the discussion. This motivated us to re-format the afternoon session to be in-depth 
discussions with participants, who were very interested in the MSCA opportunities of researchers in 
H2020. 
 
On the second day, we opted for an interactive seminar on technological and digital innovation. 
There was a high interest in this topic given the proliferation of technologies and concepts such so-
cial networks, mobile apps ecosystems, location services, platform-based business models beside 
others and the unprecedented scale of adoption of these digital technologies. It was a highly interac-
tive day with rich discussions on unique challenges and opportunities that shake the foundations 
upon which existing businesses were built and organized. 
 
The PSUT team interviewed several attendees during and after the event with the aim of collecting 
feedback about the event. We obtained a positive feedback about the quality and usefulness of the 
different presentations and sessions (This was also evident from the lively discussion throughout the 
event). We noticed also that there are continuous interests to know more about H2020 and in details 
about its instruments. One interesting feedback was an offer from a leading research institute (The 
Royal Scientific Society) to hold the event again in the near future as part of their activities.  
 
In summary and given our observation and subjective evaluation we can confidently conclude that 
the event did deliver the information and discussion about the philosophy behind H2020 relevant in 
context to the country.  
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7. Conclusions  

7.1 Conclusions from the second round of events 

As mentioned above, the level of participation was significantly lower compared with the first 
round of events held in 2014. 
The enthusiasm across the region at the beginning of H2020 went down a bit in the face of re-
ality: participation by institutions from the MPC in H2020 projects so far has been much lower 
then in FP7.  

The following table shows the situation in 3 of the countries by the end of 20151: 

H2020: 2014-15 

  Proposals Projects Success 
Rate 

Share of EU 
Contribution 

Egypt 135 10 7.41% 3.14% 
Jordan 55 3 5.45% 2.94% 
Lebanon 64 5 7.81% 5.40% 

 
One of the reasons for the low numbers for the MPC (19 projects for the entire region until the 
end of 2015) is the fact that the number of specific Coordination and Support Actions (CSA) 
for the region (SICA, INCO) was drastically reduced in H2020. For example out of the 38 FP7 
projects that Jordan was involved in, 70% were CSA, a figure similar in all MPC. CSA are 
usually smaller projects that are not dealing with research or innovation and it was much easier 
to win a place in such projects than in the mainstream collaborative action (CP) or the new Re-
search and Innovation projects (RIA and IA). 

Awareness and Training Events that focus on explaining the best practical steps to get into re-
search and innovation projects assume that the necessary capacities, skills and scientific excel-
lence exists in the region and that the main barriers for collaboration are more on the procedur-
al side. The scientific excellence certainly exists for a large number of researchers in the re-
gion2, the capacities with their institutions (research groups, PhD students, infrastructure, …) 
still need some more development to reach the European level, but the innovation culture is 
still very much underdeveloped. Furthermore, most MPC researchers still have severe prob-
lems in establishing networks with Europeans in order to join emerging consortia.  

Networking Events like the ones MED-Dialogue carried out certainly help, but contacts made 
at these events need to be deepened before a participation in collaborative research and innova-
tion action can be discussed. MSC actions are an excellent instrument to build such networks 
and we promoted these actions at the awareness events. But also MSCA are highly competitive 
(in FP7 success rates across the MPC were by far the lowest in the PEOPLE programme), and 
this why we already recommended to set up a specific MPC-focused MSCA sub-programme 
on Individual Fellowships in both directions, i.e. action types: Standard EF, Global Fellow-
ships, possibly with a shorter visiting period of 12 month and without an re-integration phase3. 

Despite these general problems, the overall conclusion from this second round could be sum-
marised in some of the comments we received from the participants. 

                                                
1 As a comparison: During the first 2 years of H2020 Portuguese organisations were in involved on more than 350 
H2020 projects, Greece in > 420 and Germany in > 1600. 
2 See the comments made by European participants at the 2nd Networking Event, D3.4 The Networking Event 2016 
3 D1.8 Recommendations for the INCO strategy developments for ICT in Horizon 2020 
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• Very interesting event, rich in relevant information.  
• Hope we will have more events   
• The training has raised the interest for me to participate in a call and become evaluator 
• Possibly add face-to-face session. The goal is to discuss specific idea with experts to 

agree on the most appropriate call 

It is of utmost importance to provide further awareness and training to the Industry and Re-
search Communities of the MP countries. Despite the long effort the concept of the European 
R&I Programmes is still difficult to grasp for these communities and in particular if they wish 
to develop their own ideas and initiate their own proposals. However, in order to become ef-
fective a coordinated approach of different instruments is necessary: specific MSC actions, 
opening of the SME instrument to the MPC, and CSAs as an umbrella for targeted training. 

 

 


